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today based on your work. Ffuture generations can be relied upon to
complete your work. Never give up hope. Even if you are suffering from
a terrible disease and probably will not recover from that disesse, the
very fact that you take certain medicines and follow a certain regime
will help future generations t» solve this diseace. Do not give up hope.
This disease will be conguered. It may take another generation or two
but your courage and efforts are helping to conquer it. You are

performing a valuable service

The way Moshe Rabbeinu began the sedra is also the way he ends the sedra:
by telling the Jewish people never to give up, to always remember that
6-d is there to help them. He says, "G-d did not set His love upon you
nor chose you because you were more in number than any people for ye uere
the fewest of all peoples but because the Lord loved you.” The Jewish
people should never give up or despair. An individual should never
despair either. That is what Tu B'Av teaches us: never give up. Keep
trying. Eventually you will succeed or future generations will succeed
based upon your efforts. We should never give up on ourselves and our
religion as the people in the desert did. We should live our lives based
on the saying, "Yeeyeh Tov - It will be good”, because truly it will be
good, if not in our lifetime then in the lifetime of our children or our
children’s children. Life is not a circle but a spiral, ever going
upward if we will but live lives of dedication and hope. Let us always

remember Yeeyeh Tov.
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"any times 1 have been asxked, ~Rabbi, who do you think are the most

difficult people to werk witn? Which people do you have the hardest time

conferring with and advisiry?’ To thess auzstions 1 always answer
"People who have given up hope, peopl: w3 no longer feel that things can
change for thte better.” Judaism is ar optimistic religion. We Jews have

always believed that things can be changed for the better. This is best
exemplified by the phrase that is constantly heara in Israel: “Yeeveh
Tov - It will be good.” Wz Jews have never succumbed to the circuiar
view of history, a view whicr holds that basically nothing really ever

this circular vievw of

changes. The pagan worid, &5
history. To them life was a circle which could never be broken, that
just as birth, teen age, middle age, old age, and death, spring, summer
fall, and winter repeat endlessly over and over again, so, too everything
eise in life is just an endless replay. We are all trapped. There Jgs
no such thing as improvement or making things better. We are all forced
to follow the same patterns over and over again. Of course, it is true
that all of us go through birth, teen age, middle age, old age, and
death, that spring, summer, fall, and winter all follow each other, but
to Judaism life is not a circle; it is a spiral. A spiral does net cover
the same ground. It can rise or fail. True, it fecllows a circular
pattern but a spiral does not repeat itself endlessly. Each of us can
make the spiral rise. We can make the spiral go¢ higher and wider. We
can increase the number of years we iive. We can do great things in this

c better and better piace.

world. We can make thi

a8 ’e wny, according to many raobis, the worst pocsidle sin a oersor J@n

the sin of hopelessnecs, tre sin of giving up. People who give
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up confirm the fact that life is circular, that life cannot be improved,
that the quality of life cannot be made better, that ore generation
cannot make this world a better place for the next generation. This idea
that hope is the most important ingredient in life is emphasized
throughout the Jewish tradition. There is a holiday called Tu 8'Av - the
15th of Av - which, according to the Talmud, is one of the happiest

holidays in the Jewish calendar

The rabbis say that this is a happy holiday because of three events which
occurred on it. One, that the generation ﬁ&gawandered in the desert
stopped dying on this day, that those people who were between the ages of
20 and 60 when they had left Egypt had now all died. Two, that all the
barriers between Jews marrying other Jews were abolished. For many
generations Jews from one tribe were not allowed to marry Jews from
another tribe. The reason for this was that tribel land was inherited,
and the rabbis wanted to make sure that one tribe’s land was not
transferred to anothar tribe, that each tribe would always retain all its
land. Three, that Hoshea Ben Elah, the last king of Israel, finally
permitted the Jews of the northern king of Israel to go up to Jerusalem
Since the kingdom of Israel had been split in two many hundreds of years
before, the kings of Israel had prohibited their people from going up to
Jerusalem because they feared that if they would let their people go up
to Jerusalem their people would, in time, consider Jerusalem to be not
just their religious capital but also their political capital and these
kings would lose their kingship. It is easy to understand why Tu B’Av
should be considered a happy holiday because Jews could marry among
themselves and go up to Jerusslem, but it is hard to understand why Tu

v,

B'Av should be considered a happy holiday because the generation who
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wandered in the desert cied out. Why should this make Tu B’Av & happy

heliday?

If we look carefully at the sin of the people who wandered in the desert
perhaps we can understand this. The Jewish people were commanded to go
up into the land of Israel. Moshe sent spies to the land of Israel in
order to whet the people’s appetite for the land, not in order for the
spies to tell the people whether or not they should go up to the land

Ten of the twelve spies came back with an evil report, and the people
believed them. The Jewish people lacked courage. They did not feel they
vere up to the task of conquering the land of Israel and, therefore, they
were forced to wander in the desert until that generation died out.
Originally G-d did not want to have them wander in the desert. He told
Moshe Rabbeinu that He would wipe them out and start a new people from
Moshe. Moshe protested and prayed to 6-d not to do this. 6-d listened
to Moshe’s prayer and forgave that generation snd allowed them to live
out their lives, but He decreed that they would not be allowed to enter
the land of Israel and would have to die out in the desert. Moshe here
does not protest. MWhy didn’t Moshe protest? Earlier when the Jewish
people had sinned against 6-d by building a golden calf 6-d, too, had
wanted to destroy the Jewish people and start a new people from Moshe.
Moshe there, too, had protested and prayed to G-d not to do this, and 6-d
there, too, had said that He would forgive the Jewish pecple, but He also
said that from now on His presence would not go up among the people

Moshe protested further and begged G-d not to do this. Moshe said, "If
You do not go up with them then 1 do not want to go up either.” 6-d
relented and His presence did go up among the Jewish people. Why in the

case of the golden calf did Moshe Rabbeinu persist and get G-d to totally
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forgive the Jewish people, while in the case of the Jewish people’s
~efusal to enter lsrael he did nothing and did not persist further and

w0
beg that G-d forgive them and allow them to enter the land of Israel

The rabbis answer this question by saying that the sin of the golden calf
was not caused because the people had lost hope. The people at the time
of the golden calf wers just confused. They thought that Moshe was licst.
They thought (because they had reckoned the time of his going up to the
mountain incorrectly) that the; could no longer count on Moshe’s
leadership. They did not say that they did not want to fulfill the
Jewish task in the world of spreading 6-d’s word by being an example to
the world of how to live a moral life. Instead, they said, "We need new
means in order to spread this message since Moshe is not here.” They
said to Aaron, “Get up and make for us a god that will go before us
because this man Moshe who brought us from Egypt, we do not know what
happened to him." In other words, they were not giving up on their
mission. They just felt that they needed other means to fulfill it since
Moshe Rabbeinu was no longer among them. They were misguided. They
erred but they did not give up. Similarly, today we have many people who
feel that they must do certain things to save Judaism. We disagree with
many of their philosophies and programs, but we still can work with many
of these people because they still feel that Judaism should be saved.
They may be wrong, they may be misguided, but they still have not given
up hope. They still want to try. Some of the means they are using are,
in my cpinion, counter-productive and will lead to great assimilation,
but, yet, these people want to save Judaism. Their motive is not to
leave Judaism. They don't say, "We can’t do anything. Let’s

assimilate.” Their motive is to save Judaism. This was also the motive
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of many of the people who built the golden calf. They chose the wrong
method in order to ensure Jewish survival but they thought that this was
WJhat they nad to do. They tried. Moshe could work with many of these
type—of people because they had not given up hope. They did not say that

it was all useless, hopeless

The sin, though, of the generation who wandered in the desert was that
they gave up. They did not want to do anything. They uwere cowering in
fear before their problems. They said that they were like grasshoppers
in the cyes of the people around them. They wanted to go back to Egypt.
They had completely given up on the Jewish message and the Jewish
mission. MWith these people Moshe Rabbeinu could not work because these

people had lost hope.

Houw often do we find this same attitude today among many people? How
many people today who, when confronted with a problem, just give up? It
is amazing that today when people have so much more education and wealth
and resources to attack their problems than people had in previous
generations, that we have so many people who, when they sre confronted
with any type of problem, just fold. They do not adopt @& can-do
attitude. They do not say, "Well, since it didn’t work this say, I'11
try another way.® They just give up. Some of our youngsters especially,
when confronted with the most elementary problems, immediately flee to
drugs and alcohol because drugs and alcohol give them relief from their
problems and send them into a never never world where they do net have to

face their problems.

<
Tu B'Av declares that thet generation of the desert's way of thinking is
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dead. We Jews cannct and should not ever think their negative way. We
Jews must always think positively. MWe must aiways feel that we can sclve
our problems. We must always feel that if we cannot solve our problems

one way we can solve them another way.

That is alsc why the rabbis made sure that after Tisha B’Av, the saddest
day of the Jewish calendar we always read the Torah portion Vaeschanan
The whole key to the Torah portion Vaeschanan is hope. Moshe Rabbeinu
exhorts the Jewish people by telling them, "Always have courage. Always
have hope. Don’'t give up even when things are bad.” Moshe Rabbeinu
tells the people that they are going to have many problems. They are
going to have to overcome many challenges. In fact, he even predicts
that after they enter the land their children “shall deal corruptly...and
G-¢ will get angry with them and scatter them smong the peoples,” but he
said, "Remember, G-d will never forsake you completely,” and he exhorts
the Jewish people never to give up hope and to always remember that 6-d's
covenant with them is eternal. The Jewish people should always feel that

there is hope even when times are terribie.

Moshe then does an interesting thing. He separates three cities of
refuge in TransJordan. This seems to be a foolish act, because these
three cities in TransJordan could not have the designation of cities of
refuge until the Jewish people had conquered the land of Israel and
designated three other cities there. The people knew that Moshe could
not lead them into the land of Israel. By this act Moshe was proclaiming
that even when you cannot finish the job, even when you, vourself, will
never live to see the fruits of your labors, still do it. 0o not give up

hope. Future generations wiil be able to solve problems you cannot solve




